Week 4
February 14, 2024

· Smyrna. A large and wealthy city 35 miles north of Ephesus. It was also a seaport town like ephesus. Pop 200k ca
· Still a large seaport town with a pop of about 2 mil
· Smyrna was destroyed c. 580 BC, but c. 290 BC Lysimachus rebuilt it to a comprehensive plan. It was thus one of the very few planned cities of antiquity. 
· Many writers comment on its beauty. 
· It was one of the first cities to worship the Roman emperor and it won the honor of erecting a temple to him in the reign of Tiberius. In 26ad
· During the reign of Emperor Domitian (81-96 A.D.), refusal to worship the image of the Roman emperor as lord was punishable by death.

	Revelation 2:8-11
· 8 “Write to the angel of the church in Smyrna: 
· “The First and the Last,  the One who was dead and came to life, says: 9 I know your  affliction and poverty, yet you are rich. I know the slander of those who say they are Jews and are not, but are a synagogue of Satan.  10 Don’t be afraid of what you are about to suffer. Look, the Devil  is about to throw some of you into prison to test you, and you will have affliction for 10 days.  Be faithful until death,  and I will give you the crown  of life. 
· 11 “Anyone who has an ear should listen to what the Spirit says to the churches. The victor will never be harmed by the second death. 
· SUPPORTING IDEA: Christ commends the Smyrnan Christians enduring persecution and pledges them eternal life, even though their troubles are about to intensify for a short time.


· Vs. 8
· The characteristic
· The First and the Last,  the One who was dead and came to life
· ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
· Vs 9
· The compliment
· their willing endurance of afflictions and … poverty.
· Affliction is thlipsis ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

· ptōcheian in contrast with penia, the ordinary word for “poverty”
· 2 cor 8 
· 9 For you know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ: Though He was rich, for your sake He became poor, so that by His poverty you might become rich. 
· ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
· Blasphēmía
· slander, detraction, speech injurious, to another's good name
· ____________________________________________________________________________________

· Vs 10
· The command
· Literally. Stop being afraid
· ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
· Suffering may be 
· (1) disciplinary (1 Cor. 11:30–32; Heb. 12:3–13),
·  1cor 11: 
· ________________________________________________________
· Hebrews 12:7  
· ________________________________________________________
· (2) preventive (as Paul’s thorn in the flesh, 2 Cor. 12:7), 
· 2 Corinthians 12:7  
· ________________________________________________________
· (3) the learning of obedience (as Christ’s suffering, Heb. 5:8; cf. Rom. 5:3–5),
· Hebrews 5:8 
· ________________________________________________________
· Romans 5:3–5 
· ________________________________________________________
· (4) the providing of a better testimony for Christ (as in Acts 9:16).
· ________________________________
· Be faithful, even to the point of death. While their persecutors could take their physical lives, it would only result in their receiving the crown of life. Bkc
· James 1:12
· 12 A man who endures trials  is blessed, because when he passes the test he will receive the crown  of life that God  has promised to those who love Him.
· ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
· Vs 11
· The commitment
· Anyone who has an ear should listen to what the Spirit says to the churches. The victor will never be harmed by the second death.
· ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
· John 11:25
· Jesus said to her, “I am the resurrection and the life; the one who believes in Me will live, even if he dies,

